
APAB Meeting Minutes

March 11, 2021

1. Call to order - 6:02 p.m.

2. Introductions/Attendees

A. Kathy welcomed new members and shared the purpose of APAB -

fundraising and support for the Fine Arts Department

B. Jonathan Untch (Director of Bands), Michael Riggs (Orchestra Director),

Wanda Teddy (Theatre Director), Stefan Pfautz (Art Director), Kathy

Ruano (President), Nikki Georgia (Band Liason), Chris Kujak (Treasurer),

Marnie Pedersen, Lauren Newcomb, Steve Newcomb, Jennifer Johnson,

Jason Johnson.

3. Secretary’s Report - no report since we haven’t had recent meetings

4. Treasurer’s Report

a. Chris shared a current statement.  The available balance is $38,661.52,

however this includes the reimbursement from the CA trip that belongs in

the student accounts.

b. Need to follow up and get individual student accounts sorted out with

district office.

c. There have been few transactions this year.

d. A check for $350 from Parent Boosters USA recently came.  Kathy thinks it

is a refund for the issue that happened last year. She is going to verify with

PBUSA.

e. Normally the treasurer would present an allocations report, but that is not

available today.

f. Chris Kujak moved and Kathy Ruano seconded that all previous

allocations be cleared.  (This should be done at the end of each year.)  The

motion passed.

g. The Tax Exempt Letter finally came from the state!

h. Kudos to Michael Riggs for getting money back from the CA trip.

5. Director’s Reports

a. Art - Stefan Pfautz



i. Art Shows have shifted to a virtual format.  There was a show right

before winter break.  The spring is usually very busy with shows,

but this year is a little less busy.

ii. At the Illinois Art Exhibition, an event which allows students to

submit their portfolios and connect with colleges, Megan Mckevett.

was offered two scholarships.  Also, 5 non-seniors submitted work

and Izana Nordhaus was offered a scholarship to a 5 week

prestigious summer opportunity to take 2 college courses for credit

at the Savannah College of Art and Design.

iii. Upcoming Events:  1.  The Illinois High School Art Exhibition is

coming up on 4/11.  Over 90 high schools are participating. 2.  The

NLCC Conference Art show will be on 4/29.  3.  The district art

show with Lakes will be on May 6th.

iv. The Art program is growing at ACHS!

b. Band - Jonny Untch

i. Jazz band started rehearsing in person.  Wind instruments have

bags over them, but it is great to make music together. There won’t

be a live concert, but they will record it and share out.

ii. Plans are in the works for an outdoor band concert on Sat., 4/24

with the Lakes band.  Senior band members will be recognized.

iii. Hopefully, there will be one other performance in mid-May with

Orchestra and Choir

iv. Football games - it looks like the drum line will get to perform

v. Jonny will reach out to parents if help is needed

c. Choir - no report (Trey home recovering from COVID vaccination.)

d. Drama - Wanda Teddy

i. The Spring Musical, Bring It On, will be recorded and available to

watch online.  The students will be masked and recording will be

done on the weekends.  The pit orchestra sounds amazing.

ii. Speech - several students competed for NSDA and qualified for

nationals

iii. Wanda shared that she paid $100 for NSDA fees since the school is

not allowing activity fees to be assessed this year. A motion was



made by Kathy Ruano and seconded by Chris Kujak to reimburse

$100 to Wanda Teddy for the speech team entry fees.

iv. Wanda also shared that a bill to NSDA was never paid from 6 years

ago.  Wanda, Kathy, and Chris discussed how to best go about

correcting this and will look into it more.

v. A Movie Premiere event is being planned for the students involved

with Bring It On on May 5th in the auditorium.  The musical will be

released to the public on May 6th.

e. Orchestra - Michael Riggs

i. Orchestra has been playing fairly normally.  No upcoming

performances finalized yet.

ii. Fine Arts Trip - Bob Rogers reached out about a trip in 2022 which

Michael is not overly excited about because there are so many

unknowns.  He suggested that maybe a short, local trip (i.e.

Chicago) might be a good option because it wouldn’t require the

same level of advance planning and fundraising that a bigger trip

needs.

iii. The question was raised - could we travel in 2023, the same year

that Lakes would go?  Michael thinks it would be ok.

6. Fundraising

a. Do we want to continue to do the same fundraisers?

b. New idea - Michael Riggs shared an idea (flock of flamingos)

c. The group will need to discuss what we want to do as this is a good time to

re-evaluate.

d. Gala - Should we consider a different venue with less overhead?  One

suggestion was the field house.  Pros and cons were discussed.  Should we

consider a name change?  Another suggestion was to switch to a breakfast

with Santa.  (Lakes does a breakfast with the Easter Bunny.)

e. 4th of July - The group used to have a booth at Williams. What could we

do this year?  Reach out to Renee to see if she would be willing to

help/coordinate it.

Old/Continuing Business

1. Scholarship - applications are in; committee to meet after this meeting

a. Either 1 scholarship for $1,000 or 2 scholarships for $500.



b. Oscar S., last year’s recipient, sent a nice letter of appreciation which

Kathy shared with the group.

2.  Student Accounts

a. We can give money to district and they hold it. Then students can come to us to

request it.  Then we would request a check from district. There must be a paper

trail.  (Lakes has a form on their website.  That could be modified for our use.)

The turn around for the check from district should be quick because it does not

require board approval since our organization raised the money.

b. We need a liaison to district office (Elizabeth). Kathy asked if Michael would be

willing to do that since he has been tracking student accounts for the trips.

c. Lakes said that the system has been working well for their booster organization.

d. Chris asked that we put this on the agenda for next month.  She offered to alter

the form and requested that we come up with guidelines for what the student

account money can be used for.

New Business

1. Open positions for 2021-2022 school year include: VP for Choir, VP for Theatre,

VP for Band, VP for Art (parent liaisons), Fundraising, Secretary, and Social

Media.  Chris Kujak is going to continue to serve as treasurer and Nikki Georgia

is in training to serve as president.

2. Direction of APAB for the 2021-2022 - Kathy and Trey were approached by Mr.

Hamilton about merging with Sequoit Pride.  Several members of the group

shared reasons why APAB is unique and it is important to continue.  The group

unanimously agreed to not merge with Sequoit Pride.

Next Meeting Date

Thursday, April 8, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m.


